
Town of Mansfield  
Special Town Meeting 

June 28, 2010 
Audrey P. Beck Building 

Draft Minutes 
 

Mayor Elizabeth Paterson called the Special Town Meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers in the Audrey P. Beck Building and called for the election of a 
Moderator. 
 
Christopher Paulhus moved to nominate Carol Pellegrine as Moderator.  The nomination 
was seconded and the motion to approve the nomination passed unanimously. 
 
Without objection a motion to waive the reading of the notice as published and posted 
was agreed to. Assistant Town Clerk Christine Hawthorne was appointed as the 
Secretary for the meeting and Roberts Rules of Order were adopted.  Mrs. Pellegrine 
outlined the rules of debate for the meeting asking the public to limit their initial 
comments to five minutes.   
 
Mrs. Pellegrine asked for a motion to waive the reading of the resolution to be presented 
under Item 1 on the Notice.  Without objection a motion that the reading of the resolution 
to be presented to this Special Town Meeting under item 1 of the Notice be waived and 
that the full text of resolution, as made available to those in attendance at this meeting, 
be incorporated into the minutes of this meeting was passed.   
 
Christopher Paulhus moved to approve the resolution under Item 1 of the Notice.  The 
resolution is as follows: 
 
RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $330,000 FOR COSTS WITH RESPECT TO 
DESIGN OF PORTIONS OF THE PROPOSED FOUR CORNERS AREA WATER AND 
SEWER SYSTEMS, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUE OF BONDS AND NOTES IN 
THE SAME AMOUNT TO FINANCE THE APPROPRIATION. 

RESOLVED, 

(a) That the Town of Mansfield appropriate THREE HUNDRED THIRTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS ($330,000) for costs with respect to design of portions of the 
proposed Four Corners area water and sewer systems, contemplated to include study, 
testing and permitting for water supply (estimated cost $200,000), design of a sewage 
pump station (estimated cost $100,000), and related work and financing costs 
(estimated cost $30,000).  The appropriation may be spent for design costs, engineering 
and other consultant fees, legal fees, net temporary interest and other financing costs, 
and other expenses related to the project.  The Town Manager is authorized to 
determine the scope and particulars of the project and may reduce or modify the scope 
of the project; and the entire appropriation may be spent on the project as so reduced or 
modified.   

(b) That the Town issue its bonds, notes or obligations, in an amount not to 
exceed THREE HUNDRED THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($330,000) to finance the 
appropriation for the project.  The amount of bonds, notes or obligations authorized shall 
be reduced by the amount of grants received by the Town for the project and applied to 



pay project costs.  The  bonds or notes shall be issued pursuant to Section 7-259, 
Section 7-234 or Sections 22a-475 to 22a-483 of the General Statutes of Connecticut, 
Revision of 1958, as amended, and any other enabling acts, as applicable.  The bonds 
or notes shall be general obligations of the Town secured by the irrevocable pledge of 
the full faith and credit of the Town. 

(c) That the Town issue and renew its temporary notes or interim funding 
obligations from time to time in anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds from the sale 
of the bonds, notes, or obligations for the project and the receipt of project grants.  The 
amount of the notes outstanding at any time shall not exceed THREE HUNDRED 
THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS ($330,000).  The notes shall be issued pursuant to 
Sections 7-264 and 7-378, or Sections 22a-475 to 22a-483 of the General Statutes of 
Connecticut, Revision of 1958, as amended.  The notes or obligations shall be general 
obligations of the Town secured by the irrevocable pledge of the full faith and credit of 
the Town.  The Town shall comply with the provisions of Section 7-378a and 7-378b of 
the General Statutes with respect to any temporary notes if the notes do not mature 
within the time permitted by said Sections 7-264 or 7-378, and the Town shall comply 
with the provisions of Section 22a-479(c) with respect to any interim funding obligations. 

(d) The Town Manager, the Director of Finance and the Treasurer, or any 
two of them, shall sign any bonds, notes, obligations, temporary notes or interim funding 
obligations by their manual or facsimile signatures.  The law firm of Day Pitney LLP is 
designated as bond counsel to approve the legality of the bonds, notes, obligations, 
temporary notes or interim funding obligations. The Town Manager, the Director of 
Finance and the Treasurer, or any two of them, are authorized to determine the amount, 
date, interest rates, maturities, redemption provisions, form and other details of the 
bonds, notes, obligations, temporary notes or interim funding obligations; to designate 
one or more banks or trust companies to be certifying bank, registrar, transfer agent and 
paying agent for the bonds, notes, obligations, temporary notes or interim funding 
obligations to provide for the keeping of a record of the bonds, notes, obligations, 
temporary notes or interim funding obligations; to designate a financial advisor to the 
Town in connection with the sale of the bonds, notes, obligations, temporary notes or 
interim funding obligations; to sell the bonds, notes, obligations, temporary notes or 
interim funding obligations at public or private sale; to deliver the bonds, notes, 
obligations, temporary notes or interim funding obligations; and to perform all other acts 
which are necessary or appropriate to issue the bonds, notes, obligations, temporary 
notes or interim funding obligations. 

(e) That the Town hereby declares its official intent under Federal Income 
Tax Regulation Section 1.150-2 that project costs may be paid from temporary advances 
of available funds and that (except to the extent reimbursed from grant moneys) the 
Town reasonably expects to reimburse any such advances from the proceeds of 
borrowings in an aggregate principal amount not in excess of the amount of borrowing 
authorized above for the project.  The Town Manager, the Director of Finance and the 
Treasurer, or any two of them, are authorized to amend such declaration of official intent 
as they deem necessary or advisable and to bind the Town pursuant to such 
representations and covenants as they deem necessary or advisable in order to 
maintain the continued exemption from federal income taxation of interest on the bonds, 
notes, obligations, temporary notes or interim funding obligations authorized by this 
resolution, if issued on a tax-exempt basis, including covenants to pay rebates of 
investment earnings to the United States in future years. 



(f) That the Town Manager, the Director of Finance and the Treasurer, or 
any two of them, are authorized to make representations and enter into written 
agreements for the benefit of holders of the bonds, notes, obligations, temporary notes 
or interim funding obligations authorized by this resolution to provide secondary market 
disclosure information, which agreements may include such terms as they deem 
advisable or appropriate in order to comply with applicable laws or rules pertaining to the 
sale or purchase of such bonds, notes, obligations, temporary notes or interim funding 
obligations.   

(g) That the Town Manager, or any other proper officer or official of the 
Town, is authorized to apply for and accept federal and state grants to help finance the 
appropriation for the project and to apply for and accept state loans to finance the 
project, and to enter into any grant or loan agreement prescribed by the State of 
Connecticut or any other grantor or lender.  The Town Manager, and any other proper 
officer or official of the Town, are authorized to take any other actions necessary to 
obtain any such grants or loans, including without limitation grants or loans pursuant to 
Section 22a-479 of the Connecticut General Statutes, Revision of 1958, as amended, or 
to any other present or future legislation, or to implement any such grant or loan 
agreements.  Any grant proceeds may be used to pay project costs or principal and 
interest on bonds, notes, temporary notes or obligations.  

(h) That the Town Manager, the Director of Finance, the Treasurer and other 
proper officers and officials of the Town are authorized to take all other action which is 
necessary or desirable to complete the project and to issue bonds, notes, obligations, 
temporary notes or interim funding obligations and to obtain grants to finance the project. 

 
The motion was seconded and Gene Nesbitt was recognized for purposes of discussion. 
Mr. Nesbitt discussed the studies done by the 4-Corners Sewer Advisory and the Sewer 
and Water Advisory Committees as being 3 pronged: remediation of the environmental 
contamination of the ground and water, elimination of the progressive blight due to failed 
businesses and the economic development to increase the tax base.  The final step is to 
design a pump station with a cost of $100,000. 
 
Various studies have identified several potential sources of water to area.  A review of 
the geological profiles and environmental and economic considerations must be 
completed.  The study will include, test bores to verify the presence of adequate water, 
and test wells will be drilled.   The estimated cost of a consultant to complete the water 
study is $200,000.   
 
The cost of obtaining the bonds will be $30,000.   
 
Howard Raphaelson, 119 Timber Drive, congratulated the 4-Corners Sewer Advisory 
Committee for its work on the project.  His concern is that the town is trying to solve 
DEP’s sewage problems. He feels the project is too expensive and will only benefit those 
who polluted the area initially or built in an area with no infrastructure for handling 
sewage. He feels the project is competing with the Downtown Partnership.  Mr. 
Raphaelson would urge the town to develop an alternate plan without involving sewers 
and water, by using landscaping over development.   
 



Norval Smith, 15 Shore Drive, he believes that allowing 4-corners to decay is a mistake.  
He does not feel funding for the project will have any impact on the Downtown 
Partnership.  Public water and public sewage will only help the area recover.  
 
Francis Pickering, 23 Hillside Circle, is concerned that the area will become a generic 
commercial strip development, resulting in more traffic and accidents.  DEP may 
designate this area as a conservation/preservation area under the State’s Plan of 
Conservation and Development and may curtail funding. He thinks it would be prudent to 
hold off on the project until the State tells us what the town can do in the area.      
 
On a voice vote the motion passed. 
 
Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Christine Hawthorne 
Assistant Town Clerk 

 
 

 
 
 
 


